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IS  MOST  AFFECTIONATELY  INSCRIBED. 


SERMON. 


PSALM  cxTi.  15. 
PRECIOUS  IN  THE  SIGHT  OF  THE  LORD  IS  THE  DEATH  OF  HIS  SAINTS. 

Inspiration  here  settles  an  important  question.  The 
infidel,  looking  on  the  course  of  things,  seeing  all  men  die, 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  seeing  the  former  die  deaths 
similar  to  those  of  the  latter ;  sometimes  dying  suddenly, 
then  taken  away  when  most  needed  by  their  families ;  in 
one  case  dying  a  painful  death,  in  another  dropping  down 
amid  strangers ;  now  dying  young,  amid  the  most  promising 
circumstances  of  life,  then  falling  a  prey  to  some  prevalent 
disorder,  and  then  again  the  subject  of  accident,  and  sent 
into  eternity  in  a  moment ;  may  be  led  to  think  there  is  no 
difference  in  the  deaths  of  the  two  classes,  and  that  God  has 
no  special  interest  in  the  death  of  believers.  But  says  the 
volume  of  divine  revelation,  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints ;  by  which  we  understand, 
God  has  special  interest  in  the  death  of  his 
children. 

While  this  is  a  most  important  fact  relative  to  the  divine 
character,  it  is  a  sweet  and  precious  truth  to  the  believer. 
What  can  be  more  so  in  a  life  of  sorrow  and  sin,  disease  and 
death  'f  God,  the  infinite  God,  the  infinitely  wise,  benevolent, 
holy  and  Almighty  One,  has  an  interest,  a  special  interest  in 
the  death  of  his  saints.  That  event,  dreaded  by  all,  regarded 
with  deep  solicitude  by  believers  themselves,  which  is  to  end 
their  existence  on  earth,  and  which  is  to  commence  their 
being  in  a  spiritual  state,  is  the  subject  of  the  special  interest 
of  God.  So  says  divine  inspiration.  And  such  being  the 
authority  of  the  assertion,  no  evidence  need  be,  brought 
directly  to  prove  it.     I  will  therefore  dwell  for  a  little  time 
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on  this  occasion,  on  the  reasons  why  God  has  a  special 

INTEREST  IN   THE   DEATH   OF  BELIEVERS. 

I.  In  the  first  place  as  a  reason,  they  are  his  chosen  ones. 
Believers  are  the  called  of  the  Lord ;  they  were  chosen  by 
God  in  Christ  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  His  eye 
for  many  thousands  of  years  has  been  upon  them  for  good. 
In  his  purposes  of  mercy  he  fixed  on  them  as  the  ones  whom 
having  repented  of  sin,  having  believed  on  his  Son,  and 
having  been  purified  by  his  Spirit,  he  would  receive  into 
his  heavenly  home.  With  them  he  has  designed  to  spend 
his  eternity,  and  has  accordingly  employed  his  Son  to  provide 
mansions  of  rest  for  them  in  a  city,  of  which  he  is  the  maker 
and  builder.  To  them  he  designs  to  unfold  the  beauties, 
glories  and  excellency  of  his  character.  To  their  prying 
and  interested  eye  he  designs  to  present  the  reasons  and 
nature  of  his  providence  and  government.  At  the  same 
time,  he  expects  that  their  hearts  will  be  filled  with  delight 
at  the  display  made  them,  and  will  pour  out  their  feelings 
of  joy  and  admiration  for  ever.  And  from  them  in  their 
heavenly  residence,  as  they  walk  the  streets  of  the  New 
Jerusalem,  he  expects  to  receive  homage,  worship,  praise 
and  love. 

As  the  consequence  of  this  choice,  while  believers  are  on 
earth,  God  walks  by  their  side,  averts  calamity,  leads  them 
in  pleasant  ways,  introduces  them  into  circumstances  where 
they  will  receive  the  best  discipline,  now  leaving  them  for  a 
little  time  to  buffet  the  ills  of  life  alone,  and  then  appearing 
for  their  help  ;  now  planning  their  circumstances,  and  his 
Spirit's  operations  upon  them,  so  that  they  will  repent  of  sin, 
believe  in  Christ,  and  trust  in  himself:  then  again,  keeping 
them  from  falling  into  the  dreadful  gulf,  restraining  the  power 
of  Satan,  who  would  ruin  them,  and  giving  them  strength  to 
encounter  temptation,  and  wisdom  to  avoid  the  wiles  of  the 
devil.  In  fine  his  Son  died  to  save  believers,  his  Spirit  has 
operated  on  their  hearts  to  mould  them  anew,  and  he  himself 
has  forgiven  their  sins. — But  now,  such  the  choice  of  God 
and  such  his  consequent  peculiar  regard  for  believers,  we 
can  see  one  reason  for  a  special  interest  on  his  part  in  their 
death. 

II.  Another  reason  why  the  death  of  believers  is  precious 
in  the  sight  of  God,  is  the  fact  that  he  has  a  special  love  for 
them.  Not  that  God  loves  their  sins,  not  that  he  is  pleased 
with  their  imperfections,  not  that  he  loves  them  as  sinners, 


not  that  their  miserable  lives  awaken  his  affection  and  entitle 
them  to  his  friendship,  and  not  that  they  have  any  thing 
within  them  to  commend  themselves  to  his  love  : — but  he 
loves  them  because  his  darling  Son  died  for  them,  because 
his  Son  bought  them,  paying  the  no  less  precious  price  than 
his  own  blood,  because  they  hold  so  endearing  a  relation  to 
his  only  begotten,  and  because  he  is  possessed  of  infinite 
mercy,  and  because  Christ  by  his  sufferings  and  death  has 
propitiated  his  feelings  tov/ard  them. — On  these  accounts  the 
love  of  God  to  believers  is  very  great.  In  comparison,  it  is 
like  the  strong  love  of  an  affectionate  earthly  parent  to  his 
obedient  and  confiding  children.  All  the  cords  in  such  a 
parent's  heart  are  entwined  around  his  offspring.  So  in  the 
case  of  God.  But  then  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  all 
the  emotions  of  the  divine  mind,  and  his  love  among  the  rest, 
are  infinite  in  their  character.  There  is  then  in  the  bosom 
of  God  a  vast  and  untold  amount  of  love  for  believers.  But 
now  such  being  his  love  for  them,  may  we  not  in  that  affec- 
tion find  the  reason  why  their  death,  an  occasion  of  such 
moment  to  them,  so  much  thought  about,  so  much  made  a 
matter  of  conversation  by  them,  and  involving  so  much  of 
their  good,  is  an  event  of  special  interest  to  him  ? 

III.  God  has  special  interest  in  the  death  of  believers, 
because  it  is  calculated  to  promote  his  honor  and  glory. 
We  may  not  always  be  able  to  see  how  he  will  or  can  get 
honor  and  glory  frpm  any  event.  But  we  know  he  always 
does.  Though  the  death  may  be  a  peaceful  one  amid  savage 
strangers,  as  in  the  case  of  Martyn  ;  though  it  be  a  violent 
one  from  the  hand  of  paganism,  as  in  the  case  of  Lyman  and 
Munson ;  though  it  may  transpire  in  solitude,  perhaps  when 
wrecked  and  tossed  on  the  sea,  perhaps  amid  the  snowy 
blasts  of  a  winter's  night;  though  it  may  be  sudden,  warning 
no  one  even  that  the  spirit  was  about  lo  leave  the  body ; 
though  it  be  connected  with  the  wildest  delirium,  or  the 
dullest  stupor,  with  the  most  acute  pain,  or  the  gentlest 
state  of  peace  and  quietude ;  it  always  does  enhance  the 
honor  and  the  glory  of  God. — In  some  cases  however,  we 
can  see  how  this  is  done.  As  for  example,  when  we  see 
a  man  go  down  to  the  grave  in  the  flow  of  a  full  tide  of 
Christian  feeling.  He  is  sensible  he  must  die  soon.  He 
begins  to  count  his  life  by  days  and  by  hours.  In  a  short 
time  he  expects  to  be  in  eternity.  But  he  has  strong  faith 
in  God.     As  a  consequence,  he  is  willing   to  die.     Death 


does  not  seem  to  him  so  icy,  the  grave  so  cold,  so  dark, 
so  soHtary  as  they  once  seemed.  In  truth,  by  reason  of  the 
bright  scenes  before  him,  made  real  to  him  by  faith,  and  into 
which  he  expects  to  be  introduced,  he  would  rejoice  to  die. 
Believing  that  his  Redeemer  liveth,  and  has  arisen  from  the 
grave,  he  is  willing  to  leave  his  mortal  body  in  the  ground 
until  the  morning  of  the  resurrection.  Trusting  in  the  merits 
of  the  crucified  Saviour  as  the  grounds  of  his  salvation,  he  is 
able  in  death  to  sing  the  song  of  victory,  "  O  death  where  is 
thy  sting,  O  grave  where  is  thy  victory  ? "  But  now  do 
witnessing  men  behold  the  heroism  of  his  dying  scene  ? 
Do  they  see  the  power  of  faith  and  Christian  principle  in 
calming  Jordan  ?  And  are  they  by  such  a  view  led  to 
adopt  such  principle,  and  exercise  such  faith  ?  And  then  as 
they  recount  the  history  of  the  dying  scene  to  their  fellow 
men,  and  show  them  what  religion  can  do,  are  others  induced 
by  faith  to  lean  on  the  arm  of  God  ?  In  such  a  case,  we  can 
see  that  God  does  get  honor  and  glory  in  the  death  of  a 
saint, — And  again,  does  some  modest,  amiable  and  worthy 
female,  in  the  days  of  her  youth  and  sunshine,  leave  the 
parental  home  to  aid  her  husband  in  proclaiming  Christ 
crucified  to  perishing  pagans  ?  Do  we  find  her,  in  the 
infancy  of  such  enterprizes,  on  board  ship,  facing  all  the 
darkness  of  the  eastern  world  ?  And  do  we  follow  her 
driven  from  place  to  place,  amid  perils  by  sea  and  perils 
by  land,  until,  at  an  early  age,  in  the  promise  of  life  and 
usefulness,  we  find  her  laid  beneath  the  ground  in  a  little 
isle  of  the  sea  ?  But  then  do  we  see  the  story  of  her 
sufferings,  her  faith,  her  patience,  her  fortitude,  enkindling 
in  thousands  of  breasts  a  quenchless  love  for  the  souls  of 
the  perishing?  Do  we  find  it  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
or  more,  awakening  the  same  emotion  in  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  God?  Then  while  we  admire  the  skill  of  the 
divine  government,  we  can  see  in  such  a  case  that  God  gets 
honor  and  glory  in  the  death  of  a  saint. — But  are  there  cases 
in  which  it  is  not  so  apparent  to  mortal  eyes  that  God  is 
honored  and  glorified  in  the  death  of  saints  ?  We  find  in 
reply,  that  in  some  cases  he  evidently  does  get  honor  and 
glory  to  himself.  In  all  other  cases  he  is  wise  and  able 
enough  to  do  it.  And  then  it  is  no  evidence  to  the  contrary 
because  in  many  such  cases  we  can  see  no  such  tendency ; 
for  a  great  proportion  of  God's  plans  lie  in  the  spiritual  state, 
where  mortal  eyes  unaided  by  faith  cannot  reach,  and  where 


doubtless  the  kind  of  deaths  now  referred  to,  have  their  full 
developnaent  in  his  honor  and  glory. — But  now  if  the  death 
of  God's  children  promotes  his  honor  and  glory,  it  must  be 
to  him  an  event  of  special  interest. 

IV.  Another  reason  why  the  death  of  believers  is  precious 
in  the  sight  of  God,  is  the  fact  that  their  death  will  administer 
to  their  happiness,  which  he  is  desirous  to  promote.  Not  that 
he  wishes  to  make  them  happy  at  the  expense  of  himself; — 
not  that  he  would  promote  their  good  regardless  of  other 
parts  of  his  creation ; — not  that  he  designs  to  sacrifice  every 
thing  to  the  good  of  saints  ; — not  but  what  he  would  do  good 
to  other  intelligent  beings,  provided  they  would  accept  it  at 
his  hand  and  coming  in  his  way  ; — and  not  but  what  he  acts 
a  paternal  part  to  unbelievers  in  this  world.  But  he  has  a 
great  personal  regard  for  his  humble  and  obedient  children. 
He  wishes  to  do  them  all  the  good  he  can  consistently  with 
his  honor  and  glory.  Hence  when  he  has  no  more  for  them 
to  do  on  earth  and  wishing  to  free  them  from  bodily  infirmity, 
to  deliver  them  from  their  enemies,  to  extricate  them  from 
their  propensities  to  sin,  to  remove  them  from  the  power  of 
temptation,  to  unshackle  their  spiritual  natures,  which  have 
so  long  been  encumbered  by  the  body,  to  introduce  them 
into  a  better  state,  to  bring  them  home  to  his  presence,  to 
receive  them  to  his  arms  from  their  state  of  discipline ;  then 
he  causes  their  death.  Their  good  is  the  result. — However, 
it  needs  no  argument  to  prove  that  an  exchange  of  earth  for 
heaven,  a  state  of  sorrow  and  pain  for  one  of  endless  joy,  is 
for  the  believer's  happiness.  Then  it  follows  that  death,  the 
means  of  introducing  him  to  such  happiness,  the  appointed 
way  of  introducing  all  into  eternity,  when  its  sting  is  often 
taken  away,  vv'hen  the  dark  valley  is  so  often  lighted  up  with 
the  smiles  and  approbation  of  Heaven,  and  when  faith  so 
often  makes  the  dying  bed  "  feel  suft  as  downy  pillows," 
must  be  precious  in  the  sight  of  God.  He  has  a  special 
interest  in  their  death,  because  it  administers  to  their  good 
whom  he  loves  and  whose  interest  he  would  promote. 

V.  One  more  reason  why  God  has  peculiar  interest  in  the 
death  of  believers  ;  it  is  an  important  event  in  his  kingdom. 
It  may  be  regarded  as  having  great  importance  in  relation  to 
God's  kingdom  as  displayed  on  earth.  It  ends  at  once 
believers  direct  labor  and  influence  among  men.  Not  that 
all  their  influence  is  lost,  for  their  memory  like  that  of  the 
wicked   does  not  go  to  decay  ;    but   being  dead    they  yet 
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speak,  and  for  a  long  way  down  the  widening  generations  of 
men,  their  influence  continues  to  operate  on  human  character. 
But  the  death  of  believers  ends  their  direct  labor  and  in- 
fluence. They  are  no  longer  found  in  the  circles  of  living 
men,  laboring  for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  for  the  sanctification 
of  saints,  and  for  the  perfection  of  our  nature.  The  praying 
circles  miss  them  ;  a  suffering  world  loses  the  power  of  their 
prayers  on  the  mind  of  God ;  churches  lack  their  counsel, 
advice,  and  efficient  cooperation,  when  dangers  or  difficulties 
press  upon  them  ;  impenitent  men  and  stupid  professors  are 
deprived  of  their  warnings  and  entreaties,  and  faithful  Chris- 
tians no  longer  receive  from  them  encouragement  and  strength. 
— In  illustrating  the  importance  of  the  believer's  death,  let  us 
in  imagination  collect  around  the  vacancy  made,  the  different 
classes  of  men,  and  listen  to  the  expressions  which  come  from 
their  hearts.  Says  the  faithful  Christian,  with  tearful  eye  and 
throbbing  bosom,  '  I  shall  no  more  pray  with  that  beloved 
saint,  no  more  have  my  heart  warmed  by  his  fervent  love, 
no  more  have  my  weak  soul  strengthened  by  his  superior 
fortitude,  no  more  have  my  unbelief  made  ashamed  and 
scattered  by  his  reliance  on  God,  no  more  have  my  rising 
fears  of  death  quelled  by  his  overcoming  faith,  no  more  have 
my  heart  enchanted  with  his  displays  of  the  heavenly  world, 
and  no  more  have  his  help  in  overcoming  temptation  and  in 
stilling  my  propensities  to  sin.'  Next  hear  the  youthful 
Christian,  as  he  pours  out  the  feelings  of  his  heart  in  glowing 
language.  He  begins  by  speaking  of  the  faithfulness  of  the 
departed  saint,  tells  how  he  warned  him,  and  was  instru- 
mental under  God  in  his  salvation.  Then  he  acknowledges 
how  many  times  he  has  been  kept  from  falling  by  the 
superior  wisdom  of  his  departed  friend.  Then  he  recounts 
the  many  principles  of  truth  and  righteousness  implanted  in 
his  heart  by  him  now  gone  to  his  rest.  And  then  he  ends 
the  interesting  recital  of  his  feelings  in  the  language  of  the 
youthful  prophet,  "  My  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of 
Israel  and  the  horsemen  thereof."  But  it  must  be  left  with 
the  imagination  to  finish  the  scene,  to  portray  the  feelings  of 
the  cold-hearted  professor,  the  stupid  and  careless  sinner,  the 
young  convert  and  the  inquiring  sinner,  as  they  mourn  over 
their  deceased  friend.  This  however  we  can  see  from  this 
unfinished  sketch,  that  the  death  of  a  saint  is  an  event  of 
great  importance  to  these  classes,  and  consequently  to  God's 
kingdom  as  displayed  on  earth  j  it  must  therefore  be  precious 


in  the  sight  of  God. — But  then  it  is  an  important  event,  in 
its  bearings  on  God's  kingdom  as  displayed  in  eternity.  It 
is  the  birth  of  one  more  young  spirit.  It  is  the  introduction 
of  another  immortal  mind  into  the  spiritual  realms  of  love. 
It  is  the  presentation  of  another  companion  to  the  shining 
hosts  around  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb.  It  is  the 
securement  of  another  individual  from  a  sinful  world,  to  sing 
his  praise  and  unite  in  the  anthem  of  redemption.  It  is  the 
addition  of  another  to  the  ministering  spirits,  who  do  his 
errands  on  the  heavenly  hills.  It  is  the  providing  of  another 
spirit,  to  reflect  as  from  a  mirror  of  burnished  gold  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  universe,  a  Saviour's  love.  And  it  is 
the  erection  of  another  monument  on  the  hills  of  Zion,  of 
his  matchless  grace.  Death,  effecting  such  an  end,  m,ust 
therefore  be  immensely  important  in  the  displays  of  his 
kingdom  in  eternity.  The  death  of  believers,  connected 
with  which  are  such  important  results,  must  be  a  matter 
of  special  interest  in  the  mind  of  God.  "  Precious  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints." 

No  more  reasons  need  be  brought  to  show  why  the  death 
of  saints  is  an  event  of  special  interest  in  the  divine  mind. 
I  proceed  to  bring  into  view  some  things  having  peculiar 
interest  as  inferred  from  this  truth. 

1st.  In  all  cases  God  is  very  near  his  saints  when  they 
die. — Their  death  being  a  matter  of  special  interest,  he  will 
in  no  case  be  far  away  when  that  event,  so  important  to  them 
and  to  his  own  kingdom,  and  so  calculated  to  promote  his 
glory,  transpires.  Though  there  be  a  cloud  between  the 
eye  of  the  dying  believer  and  his  God,  yet  back  of  that 
cloud,  and  as  near  as  ever,  shines  the  glorious  Sun  of  right- 
eousness. And  what  is  more,  struggling  saint,  though  thine 
eye  cannot  pierce  that  cloud,  His  eye  can,  and  is  now  fastened 
on  thy  pale  face,  thy  heaving  breast,  and  on  thine  anxious 
heart.  Though  the  believer  die  forsaken  of  men,  though  but 
few  of  them  love  him  and  most  men  turn  their  backs  on  his 
death  scene  ;  the  Eternal  One  is  very  near  and  sympathizes 
in  his  dying  struggle  most  deeply.  Though  he  die  in  solitude, 
in  the  hour  of  midnight  and  in  darkness,  with  no  friendly  eye 
to  cast  a  look  of  sympathy,  with  no  kind  hand  to  raise  the 
sinking  head,  to  wipe  the  clammy  sweat,  with  no  sweet  voice 
of  prayer  to  God  that  he  will  receive  to  his  bosom  the 
trembling  spirit,  yet  God  is  very  near.  His  death  is  precious 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. — Yes,  believer,  he  will  be  very  near 
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you  when  you  die.  Be  not  afraid  then.  Though  death 
come  in  a  terrific  form,  with  pain  and  agony ;  though  you 
may  have  a  cloud  before  your  mind,  and  no  clear  view  of 
your  heavenly  Father  in  death,  one  stroke  of  your  then 
newly  fledged  pinions,  will  carry  you  far  above  the  power 
of  death,  through  the  cloud  into  the  very  arms  of  your 
Redeemer. 

2dly.  There  will  he  in  the  heliever^s  death  no  pain  or 
suffering,  but  what  a  kind  Father  is  acquainted  ivith  and 
allows. — God  having  special  interest  in  the  death  of  the 
believer,  and  having  consequently  planned  his  death  with  his 
own  heart  affected  by  its  preciousness,  will  not  allow  him  to 
suffer  any  pain  in  dying  except  it  shall  add  to  the  divine 
honor  and  glory  or  to  the  brightness  of  the  believer's  crown 
of  joy.  Not  delighting  in  pain  or  suffering  except  it  secure 
some  ultimate  and  valuable  end,  and  especially  not  delighting 
in  the  distress  of  his  children,  and  especially  not  delighting 
in  it  in  connection  with  their  precious  deaths,  he  has  planned 
as  little  of  it  as  he  can,  consistently  with  that  ultimate  end. — 
So  then,  trembling  saint,  does  your  heart  begin  to  fail  in  view 
of  the  pains  of  dying.''  Do  you  feel  an  instinctive  shivering 
as  you  try  to  realize  the  circling  of  the  cold  waters  of  the 
river  around  you  ?  Do  the  pain  and  suffering  of  your  last 
sickness  and  of  the  dying  struggle  seem  fearful  ?  "  Let  not 
your  heart  be  troubled  ; "  be  cheerful,  and  think  that  your 
death  is  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  that  therefore 
he  will  make  it  as  little  painful  as  he  can  consistently  with 
his  glory  and  your  good.  There  will  not  be  a  single  pain 
too  many.  "  Scatter  to  the  winds  thy  fears,"  wipe  thy 
weeping  eyes.  Thy  pains  are  nothing  compared  with  God's 
glory  or  the  brightness  of  thy  starry  crown.  Thy  pains  will 
be  brief.  And  what  is  more,  as  is  their  magnitude  so  will  be 
divine  grace  to  help  you  bear  them.  And  what  is  more  still, 
Jesus  your  friend  has  borne  them  all,  is  therefore  acquainted 
with  their  greatness,  and  can  sympathize  with  you.  Be  not 
fearful  then,  but,  God  helping  you,  with  calmness,  with  cheer- 
fulness, without  fear,  lie  down  to  die. 

3dly.  God  ivill  not  allow  the  death  of  his  saints  to  he 
plotted  or  secured  by  their  enemies,  provided  it  shall  do  his 
children  themselves,  or  his  kingdom,  an  ultimate  injury. — 
Their  death  being  the  subject  of  special  interest  in  his  mind, 
he  will  take  special  care  of  it.  He  guards  it  as  "  the  apple 
of  his  eye."     He  will  see  therefore  that  it  happens  at  pre- 


11 

cisely  the  proper  time,  under  precisely  proper  circumstances, 
and  in  just  siicii  a  manner  as  he  would  have  an  event  so 
precious  to  hitnself  transpire. — And  now,  suppose  their  death 
comes  from  violence;  that  their  enemies  have  laid  a  snare 
for  it  as  did  the  enemies  of  Daniel,  and  by  their  machinations 
have  brought  them  to  the  gallows,  the  block,  or  to  a  sudden 
death  from  the  hand  of  an  assassin.  Or  suppose  again  that 
hatred,  envy,  party  feeling,  excitement,  lust  and  cupidity 
have  been  at  work  to  bring  good  men  low  and  lay  them  cold 
in  the  dust  : — But  is  their  death  so  precious  in  the  sight  of 
God  and  is  his  watchful  eye  upon  it ;  then  know  assuredly 
that  their  violent  death,  allowed  by  infinite  wisdom  and  love, 
will  not  ultimate  in  their  injury  or  to  the  detriment  of  the 
divine  glory. — Have  you  then,  believer,  from  following  the 
path  of  duty,  endangered  your  life  ?  Do  you  fear  its  loss 
from  the  hand  of  the  assassin  or  the  violence  of  the  mob  ? 
you  may  take  courage  from  the  fact,  that  your  death  is  so 
precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  that  it  will  not  be  allowed 
until  it  shall  ultimate  in  good  to  you  and  to  his  kingdom. 
Be  cheered  in  your  way,  adopting  as  the  language  of  your 
heart,  the  beautiful  versification  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
Psalmist — 

"  I'll  go  and  come,  nor  fear  to  die, 
Till,  from  on  high  thou  call  me  home." 

4thly.  The  death  of  the  believer  is  an  occasion  of  unusual 
interest  to  the  world. — It  is  so  from  the  interest  taken  in  it 
by  other  beings  than  men.  Their  death  is  precious  in  the 
feelings  of  God.  As  a  consequence  he  has  interest  in  all  the 
circumstances  of  their  death.  The  disease  and  the  remedies 
to  heal  it,  the  time,  the  place,  the  attendants,  all  are  matters 
of  interest  to  the  divine  mind.  Of  course  he  watches  over 
the  sick  bed,  like  a  kind  friend,  nurses  his  children  in  their 
weakness,  and  administers  to  their  necessities. — Then  doubt- 
less good  angels  have  interest  in  the  death  of  saints.  Being 
sent  to  minister  to  the  heirs  of  salvation,  they  gather  in  "  the 
chamber  where  the  good  man  meets  his  fate."  Could  it  be 
otherwise  than  that  such  should  feel  interested.'' — Then  again, 
many  a  bright  spirit,  and  it  is  not  mere  fancy  which  dictates 
the  thought,  stands  ready  to  welcome  the  believer  to  his  new 
home.  And  the  Saviour  too  draws  near  from  the  glories  of 
heaven,  to  receive  to  his  embrace  one  more  of  his  chosen 
ones.     With  open  arms  he  stands  at  the  bedside  of  the  dying 
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believer.  Heaven  comes  very  near  to  earth  on  the  occasion. 
Its  shining  inhabitants,  seeing  the  preciousness  of  the  believ- 
er's death  in  the  sight  of  God,  draw  nigh.  Beautiful  scene  ! 
— But  now  is  not  such  a  season  one  of  great  interest  to  the 
world  f  Do  we  often  meet  with  scenes  more  calculated  to 
awaken  our  feelings  ?  Or  shall  we,  my  brethren,  look  at  it 
with  the  same  eye  as  does  heartless  infidelity,  and  think  that 
man  dieth  like  the  brute.  No,  blessed  be  God,  the  Bible 
has  so  lighted  the  portals  of  eternity  that  we  can  see  by  faith 
matters  of  interest  from  the  spiritual  state,  gathered  around 
the  dying  bed  of  saints,  enough  to  awaken  all  our  hopes  and 
all  our  joys. 

5thly.  Infinite  wisdom  and  love  plan  the  death  of  believers. 
— Their  death  being  precious  in  the  sight  of  God,  he  would 
not  allow  it  to  be  planned  by  any  other  than  himself.  The 
death  of  his  saints  is  not  therefore  left  to  be  fixed  on,  as  to  its 
time,  cause  and  manner,  by  any  of  his  ignorant,  short-sighted, 
fallible  or  selfish  creatures.  He  would  not  allow  an  arch- 
angel even  to  plan  in  a  matter  so  nearly  connected  with  his 
own  heart  as  the  believer's  death.  Having  such  a  regard 
for  them,  loving  them  so  much,  and  being  sole  Lord,  he 
makes  their  death  the  subject  of  his  own  counsel. — But  he  is 
infinite  in  wisdom,  which  enables  him  to  plan  the  death  of  his 
children  in  the  best  possible  way.  The  time,  circumstances, 
place  and  manner,  all  are  the  subject  of  his  wise  choice. 
And  then  he  is  infinite  in  love,  and  being  so  he  is  disposed  to 
plan  the  death  of  believers  so  that  it  shall  best  promote  his 
own  glory  and  their  good. — So  then,  child  of  God,  such  the 
wisdom  and  the  love  employed,  though  the  circumstances, 
the  time  and  place  of  your  death  may  not  be  such  as  you 
would  choose,  you  have  no  reason  to  fear.  Though  it  come 
this  night,  though  it  find  your  aflairs  unsettled,  though  it  leave 
your  wife  a  widow,  your  children  orphans  and  dependent, 
though  it  take  you  in  the  midst  of  life  and  full  of  care,  though 
the  Son  of  man  come  for  you  at  midnight,  at  the  cock  crow- 
ing or  in  the  morning  ;  such  wisdom  and  love  planned  your 
death,  that  you  have  all  occasion  to  say  to  your  rising  fears, 
♦  be  still.' 

"  My  lifted  eye  without  a  tear, 
The  gathering  storm  shall  see  ; 
•  My  steadfast  heart  shall  know  no  fear ; 

That  heart  will  rest  on  thee." 

6thly.    God  will  not  allow  the  death  of  his  saints  to  hap- 
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pen  when  deprived  of  the  light  of  his  countenance,  except  it 
be  for  the  interests  of  his  kingdom  and  their  good. — Some- 
times we  see  good  Christians  die,  without  that  blessed  assur- 
ance of  an  interest  in  Christ,  which  ahnost  takes  away  the 
pain  of  dying.  Perhaps  they  had  strong  hope  in  him  when 
in  hfe,  but  when  they  drew  near  the  tomb  hope  fled.  Then 
they  had  no  clear  views  of  the  divine  character.  God  did 
not  seem  to  them  as  formerly,  the  chief  among  ten  thousands. 
His  character  was  not  so  beautifully  and  harmoniously  blen- 
ded as  when  they  loved  and  trusted  it.  And  then  Jesus, 
who  had  so  often  appeared  for  their  relief,  who  had  so  often 
stood  between  them  and  their  Father  to  reconcile  him  to 
them,  was  not  in  sight.  As  a  result,  gloom  and  almost  despair 
settled  down  on  them,  like  a  black  cloud  on  the  world. 
Sometimes  however  we  have  known  this  darkness  yield  just 
before  life  departs,  much  as  does  sometimes  a  black  and 
threatening  cloud  before  the  bright  and  splendid  beams  of  a 
setting  sun.  But  we  have  known  them  die  almost  seemingly 
as  did  our  Lord,  bereft  of  God. — But  believing  friends,  God 
has  a  special  interest  in  your  death.  Your  dying  hour  and 
circumstances  are  the  subjects  of  his  special  care.  He  will 
not  therefore  draw  over  your  parting  scene  with  earth  so 
sable  a  mantle,  unless  there  be  an  ultimate  end  to  be  secured 
which  will  richly  justify  such  means.  Beside,  the  darkness 
and  gloom  of  your  departing  life,  will  serve  to  enhance  the 
brilliancy  of  your  morning  in  eternity.  And  beside,  as  we 
have  already  seen,  however  it  may  appear  to  you,  God  is 
very  near.  Never  was  there  a  cloud  in  the  day  time  so 
dark,  so  gloomy,  so  portentous,  but  what  a  bright  and  peer- 
less sun  shone  gloriously  behind  it.  Be  of  good  cheer  then. 
"  Hope  thou  in  God  "  for  sunshine  in  the  dying  hour.  But 
ifitbethe  very  "  noon  of  night"  with  you,  knowing  that 
the  interest  of  his  kingdom  and  your  good  demand  it,  still 
say  in  your  heart,  "  though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  1  trust  him." 

But  to  turn  from  the  interesting  truths  which  cluster 
around  this  subject,  to  the  solemn  circumstances  which  have 
assembled  us  on  this  occasion.  We  have  met  to  pay  the 
last  tribute  of  affection  and  respect  to  one  dearly  beloved  by 
us  all.  It  is  to  be  done  to  one,  who,  for  many  years,  has  held 
a  peculiar  and  interesting  relation  to  this  church  and  people  ; 
to  one,  not  merely  a  mother  in  Israel,  but  a  chief  among  them, 
the  surviving  partner  of  an  affectionate  and  faithful  minister. 


14 

Such  being  the  fact,  an  apology  is  readily  found,  while  I 
may  seem  to  some,  in  sketching  briefly  her  character,  to  be 
trespassing  in  public  by  recurring  to  the  family  relation.  And 
I  remember  in  doing  so,  that  the  character  of  the  individual 
whose  remains  are  before  us,  is  in  a  peculiar  sense  the 
property  of  this  church  and  people.  It  is  identified  with  the 
dearest  interests  and  the  most  sacred  things  of  this  com- 
munity. 

Mrs.  Margarett  Dickinson  was  the  daughter  and  fourth 
child,  that  lived  to  maturity,  of  a  former  and  the  second 
pastor  of  this  church,  the  Rev.  Joshua  Prentiss.  Her  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  the  justly  celebrated  and  pious  Dr. 
Appleton  of  Cambridge.  She  was  born  Nov.  8,  1759. 
After  the  death  of  her  mother,  when  a  youth,  she  went  to 
live  with  her  grandparents  in  Cambridge,  with  whom  she 
resided  a  few  years  until  the  death  of  her  grandmother.  She 
united  with  this  church,  then  under  the  ministry  of  her 
father,  Dec.  10,  1780,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  And  it 
may  here  be  observed,  that  for  quite  a  number  of  years  she 
has  stood  the  only  surviving  member  admitted  during  the 
ministry  of  Mr.  Prentiss.  In  Nov.  26,  1789,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  successor  of  her  venerable  father, 
who  was  ordained  Feb.  18,  of  the  same  year;  just  fifty 
years  ago  yesterday.  With  her  husband  she  lived  until 
July  6,  1813,  when  he  died  in  the  triumphs  of  faith,  having 
had  seven  children,  five  of  whom  were  then  living.  Since 
the  death  of  her  husband,  our  venerable  friend  has  seen  many 
changes  in  the  circumstances  of  the  people  so  near  to  her 
heart ;  some  of  them  of  an  external  character,  some  of  them 
of  a  moral  nature,  some  changes  in  the  succession  of  the 
ministry — until  Feb.  16,  she  left  us  in  the  eightieth  year  of 
her  age,  as  we  trust  for  an  unchanging  rest  and  felicity. 
Her  precise  age  being  seventy-nine  years,  three  months  and 
eight  days. — Such  is  the  outline  of  her  life,  a  life  filled  up 
with  much  to  gratify  her  people  and  friends,  and  to  console 
her  relatives. 

Among  the  most  prominent  traits  of  Mrs.  Dickinson's 
character,  was  a  peculiar,  natural  amiability  and  sweetness 
of  temper.  On  this,  grace  made  undoubtedly  much  impres- 
sion. Yet  so  distinctly  was  this  developed  in  her  life,  that, 
a  stranger  to  her  in  the  days  of  her  youth  and  strength 
could  see,  even  in  her  few  last  years,  that  such  was  one  of 
the  most  striking  features  in  her  natural  as  well  as  acquired 
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character.  A  most  excellent  trait  this,  in  one  connected 
with  a  professional  man,  whose  usefuhiess  was  so  much 
involved  in  the  changing  opinions  of  men. — Allied  to  tliis,  or 
as  a  part  of  it,  was  an  unusual  degree  of  kind  and  tender 
feeling.  This  was  made  apparent  in  her  language,  manner 
and  labor.  Hence  she  was  very  much  led  to  overlook  the 
faults  of  others  ;  to  bring  up  those  things  in  others  which 
presented  them  in  a  desirable  attitude.  As  the  result  of  this 
she  had  no  enemies.  For  more  than  two  years  of  intimate 
connection  with  this  people,  I  have  never  heard  one  word  of 
fault  found  with  her,  not  one  word  of  her,  but  a  kind  one. — 
Then  perhaps  as  partly  illustrating  the  feelings  of  this  people 
toward  her,  it  should  be  observed,  she  was  remarkably  pru- 
dent in  her  language  relative  to  the  characters,  feelings, 
conduct  and  persons  of  others.  When  the  conduct  of  others 
had  been  such  as  to  irritate  her  or  those  near  to  her  ;  when 
others  could  scarcely  restrain  from  injurious  and  unchristian 
remark,  her  observations  have  been  noticed  to  be,  like  oil 
on  troubled  waters.  The  impression  would  be  left  distinctly, 
that  a  few  such  spirits  would  wonderfully  calm  the  turbu- 
lence of  human  nature. 

An  unusual  ability  to  obtain  good  out  of  evil,  was  another 
fine  trait  in  her  character.  This  held  true  of  wrong  done  to 
herself  or  wrong  done  to  community.  She  had  the  peculiar 
art  of  gathering  honey  from  almost  every  flower,  however 
unpromising.  Circumstances  which  affected  herself,  her 
family,  or  the  church,  seemed  to  be  elements  from  which  she 
could  distill  good.  Hence  she  could  find  something  valuable 
in  the  poorest  sermons  she  heard,  in  the  dullest  visits  she 
received  :  And  this  though  the  good  might  be  connected 
with  much  that  was  bad  in  her  estimation.  This  may  be 
regarded  as  a  very  desirable  trait,  to  be  able  to  turn  away 
the  mind's  eye  from  what  is  unlovely,  and  to  fix  it  with 
delight;  on  whatever  is  excellent  and  of  good  report  in  human 
nature.  Hence,  this  imperfect  world  was  of  much  more 
worth  to  her  than  to  most  of  us.  Hence,  she  had  no  unkind 
feeling  toward  the  world  in  general,  and  instead  of  abusing 
it,  was  rather  happy  in  it  as  the  place  of  her  discipline. 

Our  aged  friend  had  a  strong  attachment  to  this  church,  of 
which  she  was  over  fifty-seven  years  a  member.  The  his- 
tory of  the  church  was  much  in  her  mind  and  seemed  inter- 
woven in  her  best  affections.  Often  when  appealed  to  for 
information,  relative  to  our  Zion,  her  feelings  have  brightened 
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up,  as  if  it  had  been  the  history  of  her  children,  or  of  some 
dear  earthly  good,  that  was  wanted.  Connected  with  this 
attachment  was  an  unusual  respect  for  the  gospel  ministry. 
Perhaps  it  could  scarcely  be  otherwise,  when  we  consider 
that  her  father  was  a  minister,  her  grandfather  a  prominent 
divine  from  whom  she  received  much  of  her  early  training, 
and  that  she  was  connected  for  life  and  spent  many  days 
with  her  husband,  another  minister  of  the  gospel.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  it  was  refreshing  at  times,  amid  this  age  faulty  on 
this  score,  to  notice  the  high  regard  she  had  for  a  faithful 
gospel  ministry.  At  the  same  time  it  should  be  observed, 
that  her  respect  for  the  office  was  not  such  as  would  inflate 
and  injure  a  weak  or  unworthy  incumbent,  but  such  as  to 
induce  one  to  try  to  make  himself  deserving.  It  is  due  to 
her  to  speak  what  we  do  know,  that  her  feelings  in  this 
respect  have  done  much  to  strengthen  the  hearts  of  ministers. 
— And  here  we  will  observe,  she  was  a  great  lover  of  the 
house  of  God.  This  was  apparent  to  the  last  of  her  life. 
Many  Sabbaths  when  from  the  strong  wind,  the  severe  cold, 
the  driving  storm,  she  could  hardly  be  expected  to  reach  the 
sanctuary,  with  her  slow  and  tottering  step,  she  has  been 
found  in  her  place  and  in  season,  with  her  meek  aspect  and 
quiet  mien  to  catch  the  first  words  of  the  preacher. 

Of  her  piety  in  general,  it  must  be  observed  that  it  was 
of  much  more  than  ordinary  character.  Notwithstanding  her 
natural  inobtrusiveness  and  her  retiring  manners,  this  was 
still  apparent  from  many  things.  She  had  a  long  time  been 
in  the  school  of  Christ. — Of  her  piety  in  particular,  it  may 
be  observed  that  it  was  peculiarly  consistent.  All  her  views 
of  God,  of  her  own  character,  of  the  Saviour  ;  all  her  feelings, 
her  actions,  and  I  will  add  her  conversation,  were  remarkably 
consistent.  There  was  an  unusually  fine  accordance  between 
her  belief  and  her  practice,  which  accordance  when  perfect, 
in  the  case  of  an  enlightened  Christian,  constitutes  the  per- 
fection of  Christian  character.  Hence  she  was  an  excellent 
example  to  Christians  in  general  and  to  her  household  in 
particular.  Hence  doubtless  her  example  as  a  Christian, 
would  outweigh  any  other  perhaps  among  us.  Alas  !  to  lose 
such  a  living  epistle,  when  we  have  so  few. — Then  again, 
her  piety  was  characterized  by  a  high  regard  to  the  dictates 
of  conscience.  With  her,  conscience  had  controlling  authority. 
To  its  dictates  she  submitted  with  a  dutifulness  not  often 
equalled.     In  her  it  was  the  voice  of  God.     She   did  not 
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dare  reject  its  monitions.  Hence  as  conscience  dictated,  she 
acted.  It  should  be  observed,  her  conscience  was  well 
enlightened  by  the  word  of  God. —  And  then  again,  her  piety 
was  much  modified  by  regular  private  prayer.  In  her  daily 
closet,  with  much  reading  of  the  Bible  and  spiritual  contem- 
plation, her  religion  received  its  peculiar  tone  and  temper. 
The  closet  modified  her  piety  much  more  than  an  activity  in 
the  Christian  life.  It  was  in  the  closet  she  did  her  work, 
more  than  in  activity  in  the  world.  And  it  should  be  told  as 
a  memorial  of  her,  that  she  was  eminently  a  closet  Christian. 
This  is  a  precious  truth  of  her,  in  these  times  when  it  is 
much  feared  that  the  influence  of  the  closet  is  not  felt  as 
formerly,  in  the  formation  of  character. — Connected  with  her 
consistent,  conscientious  and  devotional  piety,  should  be 
mentioned  her  love  for  that  conversation  which  drew  out 
her  religious  feelings  ;  especially  with  those  from  whom  she 
was  accustomed  to  look  for  edification  in  spiritual  things. 
She  has  under  such  circumstances  stood  ready  to  join  in 
such  conversation  and  often  introduced  it.  It  shows  that  she 
was  forming  a  character  for  eternity,  that  her  heart  rested  on 
treasure  in  heaven.  This  disposition  to  open  her  heart  to 
her  confidential  friends  and  spiritual  advisers,  resulted  partly 
from  a  strong  desire  to  have  her  feelings  scrutinized,  which 
desire  in  some  cases  she  expressed.  She  has  felt  that  her 
days  were  fast  numbering,  that  all  her  preparations  for  eter- 
nity must  be  made  on  earth,  and  that  consequently  vast 
things  depended  on  the  state  of  her  heart.  Hence  she 
wished  it  to  be  examined  closely,  by  those  in  whose  views  of 
religious  experience  she  had  confidence. 

To  the  deceased,  death  did  not  come  unexpectedly.  She 
had  for  a  long  time  felt  and  more  recently  expressed  that 
she  could  live  but  a  little  time.  She  felt  that  her  work  was 
finished.  And  has  recently  observed,  thai  the  world  seemed 
less  and  yet  less  in  importance  to  her,  conveying  the  impres- 
sion that,  in  comparison  with  eternity,  the  world  was  small, 
viewing  it  as  she  did  in  the  near  approximation  of  death. 
And  then  it  will  be  gratifying  to  her  friends,  especially  her 
aged  companions,  to  know  that  in  her  case  the  fear  of  death 
was  mainly  removed.  This  she  took  occasion  some  weeks 
since  to  remark  to  her  pastor  ;  "  She  did  not  know  how  it 
should  happen,  but  she  did  not  fear  to  die,  as  formerly." 
She  spoke  of  it  as  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  herself, 
not  doubting  it  would  be  so  to  him. 
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But  I  forbear.  Her  memory,  while  that  of  the  wicked 
will  perish,  will  be  had  in  everlasting  remembrance.  Her 
character  is  already  written  in  brighter  and  clearer  lines  than 
can  come  from  a  mortal  pen ;  already  found  chronicled  in 
more  beautiful  illustrations  than  can  be  conceived  by  the 
human  mind. 

The  family  of  mourners  from  whom  has  been  taken  so 
kind  a  mother,  so  affectionate  a  grand-parent,  and  so  amiable 
a  friend,  will  allow  me  to  direct  their  minds  to  the  consola- 
tions provided  them.  First  of  all,  and  it  is  among  the  richest 
consolations  you  can  have,  is  the  fact  that  the  death  of  saints 
is  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  Then  reflect,  that,  as 
you  look  after  your  friend,  you  can  think  of  her  now,  only 
as  gone  to  her  rest.  Then  bear  in  mind  it  is  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  which  has  taken  her  away.  That  infinite  wisdom 
and  love  have  made  her  grave  for  her.  Remember  too  that 
for  her  to  die  was  gain;  that  in  a  little  time  if  prepared  to  die 
you  will  go  to  her ;  and  that  your  friends  are  fast  gathering 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  of  death.  And  reflect  that  she 
will  ultimately  rise  from  the  grave  to  an  immortal  life.  Con- 
fiding in  these  things,  but  especially  leaning  on  the  arm  of 
God,  your  hearts  under  this  trial  \\\\\  be  sustained.  And 
then  "  your  light  afiliction  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  will 
work  for  you  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory." 

To  the  church,  especially  to  the  aged  members,  this 
providence  speaks  loudly.  Your  numbers,  aged  friends, 
are  becoming  few.  The  tall  aged  pines  are  falling  before 
the  axe  of  the  woodman.  The  fathers  and  mothers  in  Israel 
are  fast  leaving  us  for  eternity.  Within  a  few  months  many 
such  have  died.  The  places  that  have  for  a  long  time  known 
them,  now  know  them  not.  God  is  summoning  this  class  of 
people  away,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  their  long  standing 
account.  Are  you  who  live  a  little  longer,  lengthening  out 
a  long  life,  ready  to  follow  ? — And  the  younger  members  will 
bear  in  mind,  that  they  too  may  die  soon,  that  in  a  few  days 
your  course  on  earth  may  be  finished.  The  lesson  to  you  in 
view  of  these  things  is,  "  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to 
do,  do  it  with  thy  might,  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device, 
nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goest." 
The  days  of  your  activity  and  strength  will  soon  be  passed  ; 
consequently  your  preparation  for  your  hereafter  must  soon 
be  made  or  it  will  never  be  done.    And  then  it  is  an  affecting 
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consideration  that  this  church  has  lost  one  whose  prayers  were 
w'orth  so  much  to  us.  While  we  shall  all  feel  this,  we  find 
in  her  death  an  urgent  exhortation  to  do  the  work  which, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  closet,  has  been  done  by  our  venerable 
friend. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  a  single  remark  to  make  to  this 
people  in  general.  For  more  than  twenty-five  years  the 
deceased  has  stood  up  among  you  since  the  death  of  her 
husband,  as  a  living  witness  of  the  truths  he  preached. 
Your  minds  must  often  have  been  recalled  to  the  faithfulness 
of  her  husband,  by  the  sight  of  her.  But  that  witness  the 
Lord  is  now  removing  from  among  you.  The  removal  is 
an  affecting  admonition  to  you,  to  improve  from  the  truths 
urged  on  you  by  that  departed  pastor,  and  as  we  trust  now 
urged  by  the  living. 

But  our  respected,  much  revered  mother  in  Zion  has  gone 
to  her  rest.  She  sleeps  sweetly  and  quietly  in  the  arms  of 
her  Saviour.  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death 
of  his  saints.     In  the  charming  language  of  the  poet ; 


"  Thou  art  gone  to  the  grave, — but  we  will  not  deplore  thee, 
Though  sorrows  and  darkness  encompass  the  tomb, 
The  Saviour  has  passed  through  its  portals  before  thee, 
And  the  lamp  of  his  love  is  thy  guide  through  the  gloom. 

Thou  art  gone  to  the  grave, — we  no  longer  deplore  thee, 
Nor  tread  the  rough  path  of  the  world  by  thy  side ; 

But  the  wide  arms  of  mercy  are  spread  to  enfold  thee, 
And  sinners  may  hope,  since  the  Saviour  hath  died. 

Thou  art  gone  to  the  grave, — and  its  mansions  forsaking, 
Perhaps  thy  tried  spirit  in  doubt  lingered  long ; 

But  the  sunshine  of  heaven  beamed  bright  on  thy  waking, 
And  the  song  that  thou  heard'st  was  the  seraphim's  song. 

Thou  art  gone  to  the  grave, — but  t'were  wrong  to  deplore  thee, 
When  God  was  thy  ransom,  thy  guardian  and  guide ; 

He  gave  thee,  and  took  thee,  and  soon  will  restore  thee, 
Where  death  hath  no  sting,  since  the  Saviour  hath  died." 
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